The Ultimate Guide to Pond Liners: Types,
Installation & Maintenance

Building that lovely and well-deserved pond, for fish and
water plants, or just for a peaceful feature of the garden, is
all down to the one single most precious ingredient: the pond
liner. It is the water-proof 1lining which keeps water from
escaping into the ground within and without it, keeping the
water level in your pond and the surrounding ecosystem in sync.
To a newcomer, pond liner world is confusing with so many
materials, installation types, and maintenance to select from
in the long run. This article will sort out the buzzwords,
providing a clear map to a working and durable water feature.

. SINGHAL

Landscape Geotexiile

POND

WWW.LANDSCAPEGEOTEXTILE.COM


https://blogger.googleusercontent.com/img/b/R29vZ2xl/AVvXsEiy9mkn0XFmUlfx7xYicqpZAnoaz6mI0pGQVNFAPfNrOF1CzEcBQdjf3hlbK7SZZvEHKf2uFfeYGtocJCL4XcFmqQTvxKgd3RqW4qmg86QeP65N8AOyqVX46ofg0-fp2bajxn45zQ05fmmDG8f-SAjEZ8lXbiSj8QLbaJybVfmBRauLjjBZ2TwLU8ysat8/s940/Yellow and Green Bold Geometric Business Agency Facebook Post.jpg

Understanding Pond Liner Types

Not all EPDM pond liners are the same. Each material has a
weak and strong point and is most suitable for a specific size
pond, shape, and budget. To make an educated decision on your
project, if you seek EPDM pond liners for a small focal point
or an EPDM liner for a large water garden, you must understand
the differences.

EPDM (Ethylene Propylene Diene Monomer)
Rubber

EPDM is probably the most popular pond liner material because
it is so flexible, puncture-resistant, and long lasting. EPDM
is man-made rubber and is never brittle with cold weather,
easy to install as it sticks well to off-sized ponds. EPDM 1is
very UV-resistant and safe for fish, a wise long-term
investment. EPDM is normally most pond hobbyists' and
professionals' first option to be first-line material.

PVC (Polyvinyl Chloride)

Less costly than EPDM, PVC liners are better suited for Small
pond liner geometrically-sized ponds. They are lighter and
easier to install for domestic use. Plain straight PVC will
eventually become brittle if repeatedly exposed to UV sunlight,
but most new PVC liners in fact contain extra UV inhibitors to
mitigate this. They will probably be on the upper-end home
improvement center if you look for "lowes pond liner" or any

of their variations. As good as they are for ornamental ponds,
however, their lifespan may be shorter than EPDM, particularly
with sunlight.
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RPE pond liner has a high weight resistance. RPE is lighter in
weight compared to PVC or EPDM but has a woven scrim
reinforcement which gives RPE an extremely high puncture and
tearing resistance. RPE is also fish-safe and UV-resistant.

RPE light weight may be easier to install on larger ponds, and
RPE plain ruggedness makes RPE an ideal solution for most uses,
especially where ruggedness is required.

Butyl Rubber

Traditionally, butyl rubber was the go-to material for pond
liners because it was flexible and long-lasting. Even the best
today, it has been all but replaced by EPDM with virtually the
same characteristics at a fraction of the cost many times
over.

Preparing for Installation

No matter what pond liner you choose to use, proper site
preparation is the key to creating your Lowes pond liner a
rewarding and long-lasting project. It is the first step that
must be completed so that several years down the road there
will be no leakages or liner failure.

Site Selection and Design

Start with a favorable location not directly in the sun for
more than a few hours per day (to avoid algae and liner damage)
and not under big trees whose roots will invade the liner in
time. Design your pond, i.e., depth, plant shelves, and any
stream or waterfall you wish.
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Excavation and Smoothing the Surface

Carefully dig the pond to your desired size. Take out sharp
debris - rocks, roots, broken glass, or trash - while digging.
Even small, worthless-looking rocks can pierce with the
tremendous pressure of water in the long run. The rim and
bottom of the pond must be as smooth as possible.

Underlayment: A Safety Protective Measure

You will require a protective underlayment before putting in
the pond liner. It is a geotextile item that also acts as a
convenient barrier between ground in preparation and the liner,
so that it is not penetrated by any hard built-in objects, or
settling ground. It's a cheap policy but one that gives so

much to the 1ife span of your pond liner. It should be able to
be bought normally by searching for Pond liner near me".

Installation of the Pond Liner

Roll out the liner slowly and position it over the pond hole
with a considerable overlap on both sides. Avoid too many
wrinkles and folds but impossible to remove some of thenm,
especially for asymmetrical ponds. Filling Up the Pond and
Cutting Off the Excess

Fill the pond gradually.
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Once filled with water and given a day or two to settle, trim
off the excess liner several inches above the rim of the pond
where it will be anchored down and for future landscaping.
Seal off this excess or bury it so direct sun will not come in
contact with it. Maintaining Your Pond Liner While pond liners
are made to be durable, some care must be attended to so that
it remains at its optimal lifespan and overall health of your
pond ecosystem.

Conclusion

Make a point of regularly inspecting the areas of your pond
liner that are susceptible to damage, i.e., puncture, tear, or
brittleness. Inspect those areas where the rocks or heavy
things rest directly on top of the liner. Fixing small issues
early will mean that they won't become humongous leaks.

FAQ

Q: How do I accurately calculate the size of the pond liner to
purchase for my pond?

A: Always use the maximum-width, maximum-length and maximum-
depth of your pond excavation to calculate the size of the

pond liner you should buy. This calculation is simple; Liner
Length = Pond Length + (2 x Pond Depth + 2 foot overlap ),

Liner wWidth = (Pond Width + (2 x Pond Depth + 2 foot overlap ).
The remaining two feet on each side can be used for overlap or
butted against the edge of the pond.

Q: Is it necessary to use underlayment along with my pond
liner?
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A: An underlayment is not necessary or essential to (be done
without) but is recommended for all except maybe a couple
exotic usages of a pond liner (like really heavy duty or
lined-up). An underlayment is a protective layer between the
earth and the pond liner. This protects the pond liner not
only from the hard, pointed objects in the earth (roots rock)
but from the gravity forces (size and weight) which are
attempting to buttery knife the liner out of shape and make it
wear thin with the aging process as ground movement and the
pressure of pond water fill it from bottom to top.
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