
Why Do Hair Clippers Rust? Causes 
and Easy Prevention Tips 

​
Rust on hair clippers is a common problem that affects both professionals and home users. 
It not only makes your clippers look old but also reduces their cutting efficiency and lifespan. 
Rust forms when metal parts—especially the blades—come in contact with moisture and 
oxygen for an extended period. In this guide, we’ll explore the reasons clippers rust, how it 
impacts performance, and the right maintenance steps to prevent it. 
1. The Science Behind Rust Formation on Clipper Blades 

Hair clipper blades are usually made of stainless steel or carbon steel. While both are 
strong, they’re still vulnerable to oxidation when exposed to air and water. When moisture 
settles on the blades and isn’t cleaned off, iron reacts with oxygen to form iron 
oxide—commonly known as rust. This chemical reaction happens faster in humid or wet 
environments, such as bathrooms or barber shops with poor ventilation. 

 
2. Moisture: The Main Enemy of Clipper Blades 

Moisture is the biggest reason clippers rust. Even a small amount of water left after cleaning 
can start corrosion. Many people rinse their clippers or use wet disinfectant sprays without 
drying them properly. Over time, this leads to rust spots along the blades and joints. To 
prevent this, always dry your clippers completely after every use using a soft cloth or air 
blower. 

3. Improper Cleaning Habits Accelerate Rust 
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Not cleaning your clippers correctly can also lead to rust buildup. Hair, oil, and product 
residue can trap moisture between the blades, creating the perfect environment for 
corrosion. Some users store clippers without wiping them down, which allows bacteria and 
oxidation to grow. Cleaning your clipper blades after every haircut is essential to maintain 
hygiene and avoid rust damage. 

4. Storage Mistakes That Lead to Rust 

Storing clippers in damp areas is another reason for rust formation. Bathrooms, barber 
counters near sinks, or closed drawers without ventilation are risky spots. Always store your 
clippers in a dry, cool place, preferably in a case or pouch with a moisture-absorbing pack. 
Proper storage prevents condensation and extends the lifespan of your clipper blades. 

5. Using the Wrong Cleaning Products 

Certain cleaning products contain alcohol or water-based ingredients that can harm metal 
surfaces. While disinfecting sprays are essential, overusing them without proper drying can 
cause oxidation. Instead, use clipper-specific cleaning solutions and lubricating oils. They 
not only clean effectively but also leave a protective layer that repels moisture and prevents 
rust. 

6. Lack of Lubrication Causes Blade Damage 

Lubrication is vital for the smooth operation of clippers. When you skip oiling, friction 
between the blades increases, generating heat and wearing down the metal. This exposes 
the surface to oxidation, making rust appear faster. Use clipper oil after every use—just a 
few drops on the blades can make a huge difference in keeping them rust-free. 

7. How Rust Affects Clipper Performance 

Rusty clipper blades cut unevenly and pull hair instead of gliding smoothly. They also create 
more noise and heat, which can damage the motor and internal parts. Rust reduces 
sharpness, increases friction, and leads to discomfort during use. Maintaining rust-free 
blades ensures consistent cutting performance and professional results every time. 

8. Signs That Your Clipper Is Starting to Rust 

Early signs of rust include small orange or brown spots on the blade edges or screw areas. If 
the clippers start feeling rough or produce a burning smell, it’s likely due to corrosion. 
Regular inspection under good lighting can help you spot these issues early before they 
spread and permanently damage the blades. 

9. How to Remove Rust from Hair Clippers 

If your clippers already have rust, don’t panic. You can gently remove it using a soft brush 
and mild abrasive like baking soda or white vinegar. Apply the mixture, let it sit for a few 
minutes, and scrub lightly. Once clean, rinse carefully and dry completely. Finish by applying 
clipper oil to protect the metal surface from future rusting. 
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10. Best Practices to Prevent Rust Formation 

To keep your clippers rust-free, follow a simple routine: 

●​ Clean after every use.​
 

●​ Dry thoroughly before storage.​
 

●​ Apply clipper oil regularly.​
 

●​ Store in a dry place away from humidity.​
 These habits maintain blade quality, enhance performance, and extend the lifespan 
of your grooming tool.​
 

11. Choosing Rust-Resistant Clippers 

If rusting has been a recurring issue, consider investing in clippers with rust-resistant or 
titanium-coated blades. These materials provide superior durability and protection against 
oxidation. Brands like Wahl, Andis, and Oster offer professional-grade clippers designed to 
resist rust even in humid environments. 

12. Professional Maintenance for Long-Lasting Clippers 

Barbers and frequent users should schedule regular maintenance. Professional servicing 
includes deep cleaning, blade alignment, and lubrication—ensuring optimal performance and 
longevity. This small investment saves you from costly replacements caused by rust 
damage. 

Conclusion: Keep Your Clippers Clean, Dry, and Oiled 

Rust is a silent killer of hair clippers, but with proper care, it’s completely preventable. By 
keeping your clippers clean, dry, and lubricated, you protect their cutting edge and 
performance. Regular maintenance not only saves money but also ensures every haircut is 
smooth and professional. Preventing rust isn’t just about looks—it’s about keeping your tools 
performing like new for years. 
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